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Art

Celebrating the hand of the maker
JOIN shop at Foundry Vineyards honors a deeper connection to everyday objects.
Story by Christy Carley / Courtesy photos by Krista Welch

Growing up in Walla Walla, Sally-
ann Corn found that “not being 
interested in art (was) not really 

an option,” she said.
“I remember spending summers bike rid-

ing through Whitman’s campus and just 
constantly being surrounded by it,” she said. 
“The downtown corridor, with so many 
amazing public art pieces that you would 
almost take for granted until you moved 
to another city … It wasn’t until I moved 
out of town that I was like, ‘Wait, that was 
really special.’”

Corn is one of two managing members 
of the JOIN Design Collective, a nation-
wide network of artists founded in Seattle 

in 2008. The collective opened its first brick 
and mortar shop in Seattle in April 2017 and 
— just last September — opened a second 
shop at Foundry Vineyards in Walla Walla.

A collective of over 60 studios across the 
United States, JOIN serves as a resource 
for artists to share ideas, connections and 
wisdom. The collective also organizes trade 
shows and, as of recently, member studios 
can sell their wares at either of the new 
stores.

Corn first became involved in JOIN 
in 2010 with her partner, Joe Kent, and 
their studio Fruitsuper. Founded in 2008, 
Fruitsuper’s focus is on thoughtfully crafted 
quotidian objects — what Corn referred to 

as “little unsung heroes.” Among the pieces 
in Fruitsuper’s catalog are coasters, candle-
holders and a print rack, the last of which 
was featured in The New York Times Style 
Magazine.

Fruitsuper’s values align with those of 
JOIN: a focus on small-scale, American 
manufacturing and creating work that 
connects the customer to the creator in a 
farm-to-table-esque relationship. It’s not just 
the aesthetic of the art that matters, but the 
story behind it as well: Who created it, how, 
and what was their creative process like?

Those who visit farmers markets may de-
sire a deeper relationship to their food, and 
Corn claims this ethos can be expanded to 

Inside Walla Walla’s JOIN shop at Foundry Vineyards.
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the objects we interact with on a daily basis 
— anything from a lamp to a bottle opener.

“We celebrate the hand of the maker,” 
she said of the collective. “In all of the pieces 
that everyone makes, you can see that it 
wasn’t mass produced. Th ere’s a connection 
to seeing where it came from and who made 
it.”

Corn’s philosophy on art and creation has 
been infl uenced by the 19th century British 
creator William Morris. A prominent fi gure 
in the Arts and Crafts Movement, Morris 
lamented the alienation workers felt from 
what they produced during the Industrial 
Revolution and advocated for a deeper re-
lationship between artist and craft.

“Basically, he believed that both the heart 
and the hand of the maker are contained 
in their craft, transferring the energy from 
the process of making into the ‘soul’ of each 
handcrafted object,” Corn said.

Corn’s fascination with the creation of 
everyday objects reaches at least as far back 
as her childhood days watching Mr. Rogers 
visit factories (she recalled the crayon factory 
as a personal favorite). 

Corn describes her and Kent’s creative 
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process as working “backward.” A vision 
of the product doesn’t always come before 
excitement about the process.

On a visit to one of the manufactur-
ers Fruitsuper works with, Corn recalled 
standing with Kent, watching a machine 
that wound wire into coil.

“We must have stood their for half an 
hour totally mesmerized and we were like, 
‘We’ve gotta make something with that 
machine.’”

Eventually the team came up with re-
usable cocktail sticks, now featured in the 
JOIN shop in Walla Walla.

The JOIN Collective’s focus on the hand 
of the maker fits right in at Foundry Vine-
yards, where visitors can sip locally crafted 
wine amid a garden of sculptures made just 
down the road at the Foundry itself.

Corn was a big fan of Foundry Vineyards 
even before partnering through the JOIN 
shop, visiting often when she made trips 
back to see family in Walla Walla. It was 
in the tasting room that she first met Lisa 
Anderson, who works as the sales and event 
manager for Foundry Vineyards, and who 
eventually approached Corn with the idea of 
opening a second JOIN shop in the Valley.

The daughter of Mark and Patty Ander-
son, who own the Foundry, Lisa Anderson 
said she “grew up with artists around the 
dinner table.”

After leaving Walla Walla to study and 
work for 10 years, Lisa Anderson returned 
to the valley in 2015, eager to give back to 
the art community of Walla Walla in which 
her own passion for art was formed. Upon 
hearing about the new JOIN shop in Se-
attle, she immediately contacted Corn with 
a proposal for a second shop. Corn said yes 
right away, and work began on installing the 
shop across from the Foundry Vineyards 
tasting bar.

Lisa Anderson is thrilled about the shop 
and hopes it can fill another niche in the 
Walla Walla art world. She is certain that it 
has added an exciting new layer to Foundry 
Vineyards.

“Before, (people) would come right up 
to the bar and start their tasting,” Lisa An-
derson said. But now they pause — store 
or wine first?

“It’s a little hidden gem in Walla Walla.”

Art on display at Foundry Vineyards crafted by members of the JOIN Collective.
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